September 13, 2021

Sunday Service - September 12, 2021
The system worked great; the sound in the sanctuary was great
as was the live stream on Facebook! Now all we have to do is
tweak things to make it smoother. The recording of the service is
on St. Paul's Facebook page. The music was great: Eliot Huestis
sang You Make My Dreams Come True, Raven Farrow sang Only
Love, Steve Rapos sang Beautiful Noise and the Band and
congregation closed the service with

You Shall Go Out With Joy.

Rev. Meggin’s message compared the
settlement of the Mohawks on the
Haldimand Tract following the
American Revolutionary War to Moses
sending the Israelites out to explore
the land on Canaan. The script is at
the end of this newsletter; it was a very
challenging message!
The link to our Facebook Sunday Service

Official Board Meeting Sept. 16 @
7:00 pm
All are invited to join the Official Board and sit
in as each group shares their plans and past
events. The link to join this meeting on Zoom
is in the right hand column.

Night Kitchen West
NIGHT KITCHEN WEST provides a showcase for a
diverse group of performers from our surrounding
area, to present their music, poetry or spoken word on
the stage of St Paul’s United Church in Warkworth.
Night Kitchen West is based on Night Kitchen Too,
which is a replica of an original idea that started entertaining
audiences in Wolfville, NS. Just as with the originals, NKW is a not
-for-profit project. Proceeds from concert admissions are
distributed amongst the performers after theatre, sound and

Upcoming Events
Sunday, September 19,
2021
Sunday services and
events at St. Paul’s
United Church have
restarted. Worship
services are also shared live
each Sunday to Facebook.
(click graphic link)
Not Just Java
Date: Tuesday, September
21, 2021
Time: 01:30 PM
A discussion and

virtual coffee time

Official Board Meeting
Date: Thursday, September
16, 2021
Time: 07:00 PM
To join this Zoom meeting
Click Here
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minimal organizing costs have been paid.

couldn't see in person or Facebook

Our live shows feature 12-14 performers, and
one featured artist.



Like the newsletter that keeps me in the
loop- from a former resident of Warkworth

To play NKW, email
nightkitchenwest@gmail.com



plan to be in church so probably only need
important notices

Stay Tuned for further details and the first
show.



especially found the link to the service
helpful initially because I am computer inept

New Book
Study



bullet points remind me of the Sunday
service and perhaps some things i might
have forgotten or missed. I look for the up
and coming events as I don’t often check
the home page. The links are an added
bonus.

It is starting
September 28th!
“Holy Envy:
Finding God in the
Faith of Others” by Barbara Brown Taylor. This
will be six week study-- please talk to Meggin if
you want more info!

Orange Shirt Sunday
“Orange Shirt Day” is Sunday,
September 26th. The office has
three shirts, size Adult Large, and
one Youth Large, at $20 each.
Please call the office if you would
like to buy one.

Newsletter
The question of continuing with the newsletter
was raised last week. Six people have
responded. Research: stats for emails used to
try and sell something. For them a 20% open
rate is the minimum target with 25% being
good and 30% being great. I have received 6
replies with suggestions or 22% of the people
not only read the newsletter but took the time
to reply. It would appear that the newsletter is
doing what most newsletters do. Feedback and
suggestions:


add some information about the book club
that is starting up on September 28



really like the newsletter, I can't see the
new screen so could add the joke which I

That was good feedback and I could relate to
each of them- I still get the email newsletter
from Greenbank and Seagrave, the pastoral
charge we attended 6 years ago and find it a
great connection. It appears that a newsletter
was a helpful addition to St. Paul’s
communication strategy.
Suggestion: P erhaps m ore people could
become writers and send me information ready
to drop into the newsletter. Write a
commentary on Sunday’s message, write a
paragraph about how school is going, send a
picture of an event.

Many hands make light work.

The Closing Thought

St. Paul’s Newsletter Page 2

Readings-- Background information
(from the 'Unsettling the Word' Study
Guide):
Following the
U.S.
Revolutionary
War, the
1784
Haldimand
Proclamation
secured in
colonial law
the land six
miles either
side of the
Grand River,
for the use of
the Mohawks
and allied nations. As military allies of the
Crown, the Six Nations (Haudenosaunee)
were being compensated for loss of lands in
what became the United States.
While the Haldimand Tract is sometimes
used to show that Indigenous nations are
also “Settlers,” the Six Nations were present
on those lands long before; the Haldimand
Tract was intended to be a permanent home.
Large parts of the Tract were never
transferred, other parts were leased or sold
by the Indian Agent with the money either
held in trust or misappropriated. Currently
the Six Nations of the Grand River reserve
holds about 4.9% of the original land grant.
Readings: Numbers 13:1-16, and
'Scouting the Haldiman Tract '–Sara
Brubacher
The Lord said to Moses, “Send some men to
explore the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral
tribe send one of its leaders.” So at the
Lord’s command Moses sent them out from
the Desert of Paran. All of them were leaders
of the Israelites. These are their names:
Shammua from the tribe of Reuben; Shaphat
from the tribe of Simeon; Caleb from the
tribe of Judah; Igal from the tribe of
Issachar; Hoshea from the tribe of Ephraim;
Palti, from the tribe of Benjamin; Gaddiel,
from the tribe of Zebulun; Gaddi, from the
tribe of Manasseh (a tribe of Joseph);
Ammiel, from the tribe of Dan; Sethur, from
the tribe of Asher; Nahbi, from the tribe of
Naphtali; Geuel, from the tribe of Gad. These
are the names of the men Moses sent to
explore the land...

... The Council met and talked for many
days. Through careful deliberation, the

discovered a way forward. “Let us send men
and women to scout the land that was promised
for our use over 200 years ago, land six miles
deep from each side of the Grand River.” With
approval from the clan mothers, the idea was
brought to the community, who also agreed.
From each clan and each nation of the
Haudenosaunee, men and women were chosen.
From the clans of the land: bear, wolf, and
deer;
from the clans of the water: turtle, eel, and
beaver;
from the clans of air: snipe, hawk, and heron.
From the nations: Mohawk, Seneca, and
Onondaga,
Cayuga, Oneida, and Tuscarora....
When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he
said, “Go up through the Negev and on into the
hill country. See what the land is like and
whether the people who live there are strong or
weak, few or many. What kind of land do they
live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns
do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified?
How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there
trees in it or not? Do your best to bring back
some of the fruit of the land.”
So they went up and explored the land from the
Desert of Zin as far as Rehob, toward Lebo
Hamath. They went up through the Negev and
came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai and
Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived. When
they reached the Valley of Eshkol, they cut off a
branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two
of them carried it on a pole between them,
along with some pomegranates and figs. That
place was called the Valley of Eshkol because of
the cluster of grapes the Israelites cut off there.
At the end of forty days they returned from
exploring the land...

... These were their instructions: “Go up and
down the river called O:se Kenhionhata:tie
(which in Mohawk means “willow river”) and see
what the land is like, and whether the people
who live in it are strong or weak, whether they
are few or many, and whether the land they live
in is good or bad, and whether the towns they
live in are unwalled or fortified, and whether the
land is rich or poor, and whether there are trees
in it or not. Be bold, and bring back some of the
fruit of the land.
So the scouts left the Six Nations Reserve, the
land in which they had been living, less than
five percent of the land that had been promised
them.
They went up the river to its headwaters,
travelling through Brantford and Paris,
Cambridge, Kitchener, and Waterloo,
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Elora, Fergus, and Grand Valley,
to its source outside Dundalk.
They also went down the river to its mouth,
through Caledonia and Mount Healy,
Cayuga and Dunnville,
to its mouth at Port Maitland....

They came back to Moses and Aaron and the
whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the
Desert of Paran. There they reported to them
and to the whole assembly and showed them
the fruit of the land. They gave Moses this
account: “We went into the land to which
you sent us, and it does flow with milk and
honey! Here is its fruit. But the people who
live there are powerful, and the cities are
fortified and very large. We even saw
descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites
live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and
Amorites live in the hill country; and the
Canaanites live near the sea and along the
Jordan...”

.... At the end of forty days, they returned
from scouting the land. They came to the
council and to all the people and showed
them the fruit of the land: corn, beans, and
squash; They reported: “We travelled the
land that was promised and it is an abundant
land; it flows with fish and syrup, and this is
its fruit.
We found the
documents that show
how the land was
taken from us and
the lease money
cheated from us. Yet
there are many
people who live on the land. They have cut
the trees and covered the land in boxes.
They block the rivers so the fish cannot
spawn and bring toxic waste to its
headwaters.
They are giants on the land with giant
machines to tend their crops in straight rows,
giant trails to travel quickly in straight lines,
giant buildings to reach straight up to the
sky...”
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses
and said, “We should
go up and take
possession of the land,
for we can certainly do
it.”
But the men who had
gone up with him said,
“We can’t attack those
people; they are stronger than we are.” And
they spread among the Israelites a bad

report about the land they had explored. They
said, “The land we explored devours those living
in it. All the people we saw there are of great
size. We seemed like grasshoppers in our own
eyes, and we looked the same to them....”

...A woman from the bear clan spoke: “Let us
go at once and rejuvenate this land, for we are
strong enough. Do we not have proof that the
land was set for our use and how it was
unlawfully taken from us? Did not some of the
people already know that this land was
promised to us?”

But others who had gone with her said, 'We are
not able to go up against these people yet, for
they are stronger than us. Their eyes only look
at screens and their ears only listen through
cords; they will not see or hear us.” And so they
brought an unfavourable report back to the
Haudenosaunee council, saying, “All the people
that we saw in it are of great size. To ourselves
we seemed insignificant, like grasshoppers, and
so we seemed to them.”
Questions for Reflection (Taken from the
'Unsettling the Word' Study Guide):
 How do you feel about hearing a very
different understanding of the Canaan story?
 The Six Nations' group discovered
documents to prove their land ownership. Do
these documents still have relevance today?
Do you trust the legal documents that
govern your own life?
 How does the decision-making process of
the Israelites differ from that of the Six
Nations' group? Which process do you
prefer?
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